SPENCER COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL

WRITING PORTFOLIO POLICY

Purpose:
The following policy will provide procedures for implementing whole faculty scoring in the assessment of the writing portfolios.

Definition:
Whole faculty scoring means all members of staff will participate in professional development assessment relating to the writing process and assessment of the portfolios.  All certified members of staff will participate in the assigned days for scoring the school portfolios.
Procedure:

Details surrounding the whole-faculty scoring process will include the  

following:

· All faculty members (including representatives from related arts classes) will be involved in the scoring process.

· Faculty members will be required to attend a three-hour scoring training session to be held at SCMS in the spring.

· Faculty members will attend SCMS’ actual scoring and will score portfolios.

· Faculty members will participate in professional development training (held throughout the year) to enhance the portfolio writing and scoring processes.

· Teachers will meet on a regular basis during their planning period for training in the following areas:  conferencing, development of pieces, answering specific questions, scoring guide, standards, benchmarks, etc.)

· All content area teachers except language arts will submit one writing assignment that meets the portfolio criteria per school year.  

· The writing piece must be completed through the revision/editing stage.  Teachers should collaborate with a 7th grade language art teacher or attend a writing professional development to know how to produce this piece.  The core content teacher will submit to the team’s language art teacher this writing piece for each of their students.  

· All language art teachers will submit completed portfolios which meet the state requirements.

· 6th grade language art teachers will pass working portfolios to the 7th grade teachers at the May department meeting of each year.

The working portfolio will include first drafts, second drafts, which demonstrates significant progress.
Recommendations:  

· Students must be able to use the language of the scoring guide:  audience, purpose, development/support, organization.

· Students must write using complete sentence structure and demonstrate the components of a well written paragraph.

· In all classrooms, students should speak and write in complete sentences.  Use of standard English, correct spelling and grammar should be required of all published, public work.

