Classroom Assessment Policy on Open Response Questions

We believe all children need to be provided authentic assessments on a regular basis that are reflective of the CATS test they are required to take as part of NCLB and state accountability.

All Teachers:

· Teachers should utilize the District ORQ graphic organizer.

· Student performance on OR questions will be kept on a tracking sheet in order to determine student progress.  

Primary:

· Reading and math open response questions that are developmentally appropriate should be embedded as part of on-going assessment.  For primary the “do and what” part of the district graphic organizer should be modeled.  Kindergarten, 1st, and first half of 2nd grade should be completing open response as a group.  Mid 2nd grade, children should be given the opportunity to answer ORQs individually.  Power verbs will be introduced in K with a continued focus through second grade. 
Intermediate:

· Students will be given ORQs as part of on-going assessments.  Students will be given ORQs in a variety of settings (e.g. guided practice, modeled ORQs, group ORQs, independent practice).
· 3rd Grade – Students will be assessed with an open response question a minimum of every two weeks.  The ORQs will address math and reading on a rotational basis.

· 4th Grade – Students will be assessed with a science or reading open response question a minimum of once a week.  These will be done on a rotational basis.  A math OR will be administered monthly.

· 5th Grade – Students will be assessed with a math, social studies, or reading open response questions a minimum of once a week.  These will be done on a rotational basis.  
The Kentucky scoring guide can be used on many of the open response questions but this will need to be modified or assignment specific rubrics developed for some questions.

These guidelines are established as a suggested minimum requirement for students.  Authentic assessments are encouraged and should be administered frequently as a part of the regular assessment process.
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