SPENCER COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL

ATHLETIC POLICY

Purpose:
To ensure that students have an opportunity to participate in extra curricular sports and to define the process for a fair and equitable way.

Definition:
Athletics is defined in this policy as any extra curricular activity that provides physical exercise and addresses the interest of the middle school students.

Procedures:


1. An athlete’s first priority is academics.

2. The athlete will comply with the training rules and regulations outlined by his/her coach at the beginning of each sport season.  This applies directly to the use of tobacco, alcohol, and drugs.

3. An athlete shall attend school for at least one half day in order to participate in that day’s athletic event.  A half day is defined as 3 1/2 hours). If prior approval has been given by the principal or athletic director, participation may also be allowed.

4. Disciplinary action by the principal’s office may also result in disciplinary action by the athletic office.

5. School equipment checked out by the athlete is his/her responsibility.  He/she is expected to keep it clean and in good regulation.  Loss of any equipment and/or damage to any equipment outside of normal wear and tear is the financial obligation of the athlete.

6. All athletes must travel to and from athletic events in transportation provided by the school during the events.  Athletes will remain with their squad and under supervision of their coach.  If an athlete’s parent/guardian declines district transportation he/she must submit a signed transportation wavier to the coach.
7. Athletes shall be able to play above their grade level but not below.  For student athletes wanting to play above their grade level, the coach will make the decision.  Anyone who elects to play at the high school level may not also play at the middle school during the same season.  A season is defined as the start of the first game to the end of the last game.  Once the decision is made, the decision is final.   Any extenuating circumstances to this rule will be reviewed by the coach and athletic director.

8. All athletes will be required to fill out a participation form, a medical questionnaire, and an athletic profile form before their sport season begins.

9. All athletes shall have personal insurance or the insurance provided by the school.

10. An athletic fee of $18.00 per sport per school year is required.  This fee helps cover the transportation and referee salaries of the athlete in their sport.

11. All coaching staff and athletes will represent themselves in an appropriate manner that will reflect positively on the school and the community.

12. Coaches are required for adhering to all financial Red Book rules and regulations determined by the district and state mandates.

13. Coaches must complete the school form outlining the goals, procedures and decision making process for the team.  *

14. Coach is responsible for organizing and implementing at least one fundraiser.  All school district/state regulations must be followed.

REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION

1. Must have a completed physician’s certificate and parental consent form returned to athletic director’s office.

2. Must meet the academic eligibility policy of Spencer County Middle School as stated below.

3. Must have paid all fees or other obligations to the school.

ATHLETIC GRADE/BEHAVIOR

1. All athletes MUST maintain a 2.0 grade point average or better with no F’s in any content area.  (Language Arts, Science, World Civilization/U.S. History, and Math).

2. All athletes MUST maintain a 2.0 grade point average with no F’s in any related arts areas.

3. Athletes who do not meet these criteria will be ineligible until grades meet athletic policy.

4. Principal or designee has final say on eligibility.  Eligibility begins on Monday mornings at 7:00 a.m. and runs through each Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m.  Teachers will receive a form that should be filled out and returned to the athletic director any time they have an academic or behavioral concern of athlete.  The athletic director must receive all behavior and grade referrals on athletes.
Academic consequences to be enforced:

Week # 1:  Student participates in practice but will NOT dress.

Week # 2:  Student will attend practice and study during practices.

Week # 3:  Possible termination decided by coach and or athletic director.

State or National Competitions:  In the event a team should qualify and attend a state or national competition, the coach’s travel expenses to include room, food, fees and transportation must be paid from any fundraiser prior to the athletes expenses.
Banners & Recognition:  The school will purchase one banner per team per school year.  Banners can be earned by achieving recognition at a national, state, district, or conference level.  All accomplishments may be listed on one banner.  Banners and trophies will be rotated every three years. 

School Community Service:  Extracurricular programs and athletic clubs are in a reciprocal relationship.  Both the school and the organizations contribute and benefit from one another.  The school community provides physical space, stipends, staff sponsorship and leadership.  The groups provide school recognition and pride.  To further the relationship, each organization and the school community will donate three or more hours of community service to a common goal identified each year.


Identify The Goals Of The Organization

Identify What Financial Means Will Be Used To Assist The Organization In Meeting the Goals

Describe the Strategies, Methods (in general) That Will Be Used To Assist The Student Members In Reaching These Goals (practice, conditioning, and tournments)

Identify Who Will Provide the Leadership For This Organization

Describe The Method Of Decision Making To Be Used By The Organization

